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LAM®RINDA SPORTS

All 3 Lamorinda girls’ lacrosse teams in

mix for Diablo Athletic League crown
By Karl Buscheck
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The Don’s Anna De Roque.

s the second half of the Dia-

blo Athletic League girls’ la-
crosse season rolls along, all three
Lamorinda programs are making
bids to secure the top spot in the
standings.

Miramonte commands the
lead, sitting at perfect 10-0, while
Campolindo is second at 10-1 and
Acalanes occupies third place with
a 9-2 mark (9-6 record overall).

“I think things are going awe-
some,” said Dons head coach
Courtney Neff. “I’'m super proud
of them. They are really starting
to believe that they belong and can
beat those top teams.”

Acalanes’ two league losses
came against the Mats and Cougars
on March 17 and 24, respectively.
The former was an especially frus-
trating setback for the Dons.

“We had a heart-breaking loss
against Miramonte — a one-goal
difference — and we were ahead
for most of the game,” Neff said.
“Campo was tough, but I think
(we) really do believe that (we)
can hang with those teams and beat
them So, I still sense of unfinished
business that we want to take care
of.”

The Dons’ second go-around
against Miramonte comes on April
25 in Orinda and round two against
Campolindo arrives on May 2 in
Moraga in the final matchup of the
DAL season.

While Neff credited senior
captains Julia Mueller and Anna
De Roque for winning the respect
of the entire roster and pointed to
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sophomores Marcy Morse and
Claire Gallagher as the bosses of
the midfield, the key for the Cou-
gars has been the club’s depth.

“Everyone brings something
different to the table and it’s awe-
some,” Neff said. “We have so
many different forms of talent.”

For the second-place Cougars,
the contributions have also been
coming from players up and down
the roster.

“The credit for our success
thus far this season is attributable
predominantly to the tremendous
group of girls we have this year,”
head coach Dave Parker. “They’ve
really bonded together as a team,
they’re unwaveringly unselfish —
always willing to make the extra
pass to an open player if they have
a better shot.”

Asked to highlight stars from
this year’s roster, Parker sim-
ply couldn’t whittle down the list
for a team whose only loss (13-1
overall) came against the Mats on
March 14.

“I honestly believe that we
have 10-11 girls that deserve all-
league recognition at one level or
another,” Parker said. “We are re-
ally fortunate to have a lot of talent
at each position.”

At the beginning of the sea-
son, the Cougars set out to become
the best team in program history
as measured by setting season re-
cords for most total wins, most
goals scored, fewest goals allowed,
achieving the greatest post-season
success, and earning the most vic-
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Acalanes’-JuI-ia;-MueIIer (9) and Susie Bush (11).
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tories over their chief rivals.

The next clash with one of
those rivals comes against Mira-
monte on April 21 in Moraga.

“Friday’s game against Mi-
ramonte is one that we’re really
looking forward to — it should be
an epic battle between two pretty
evenly-matched teams that could
very possibly end up determining
the league champion,” Parker said.

Both the Cougars and the Mats
are among the most respected set-
ups in the state. MaxPreps ranks
Campo as No. 29 in California
and tabs Miramonte as the No. 38
squad.

“We cannot wait for this match-
up,” Mats’ head coach Jackie Pel-
letier said of the upcoming dual.
“Local rivalries like this get more
than the team psyched to play. The
school and community rally be-
hind (us) as well. Games like this
are a great test for us to see how far
we’ve come this season.”

For the title-hopeful Mats,
a trio of seniors — Taylor Geary,
Lucy Stenovec and Morgan John-
son — have shepherded a group that
features 10 varsity newcomers.

“They have done a great job
of paving the way for the younger
players and it is a true testament
to how well good leadership can
translate into success,” Pelletier
said. “I think all of our players are
learning that this leadership is im-
portant for growth not only on but
off the field. They are three very
talented ladies and have bright fu-
tures ahead of them.”
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FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDO HIGH SCHOOL

GRADES 4 - 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 10 thru July 21 (M -F) TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $350 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us
or download registration form at campofootball.com

-INTRODUCING

" The Lamorinda Soccer Club
- Fall Recreational Program
for Ages -9 years old.

Please join us for a Community Orientation for
Parents and Players at LaMO’s New Community
Center and Futsal Arena in Moraga.

All Are Welcome!
April 27, 2017, 6:00 pm-7:15 pm

Visit our website for more information
lamorindasc.com
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THE RHEEM CENTER

La MO Indoor Futsal Arena
452 Center Street, #A Moraga
(in the Rheem Shopping Center
next to the Post Office)






